
The world outside 
the classroom

...on the other 
side of the 
Channel



Learning through Landscapes 

Conference, Winchester, 1-7-2010

Beauty made 

of potsherds



A special garden house 

from loam, wood and straw 

with a green sedum roof







English visitors 
called what we 
were creating: 
Artistic Ecology.



Part of a 85 years old 

tradition of nowadays 

more than a 150 public 

nature gardens and parks





Foundation Oasis, 
entrance, front garden



Oasis information centre





Dutch pioneers: 
from the late 
‘70th: 
De Werkschuit, 
Zwolle (above),
Mendel college, 
Haarlem (below).



Waldorf school in Zutphen, Gelderland



Amphitheatre from old tiles





Wilde Weelde-

members helped 

us a lot in 1998

Garden in 

front of the 

office of our 

foundation 

Oasis



Some years later…



The association 

of Wilde Weelde 

has at the 

moment 165 

members





Excursions of the group of specialists 

in nature gardening





Impatiens glandulifera

I. noli-tangere and 

I. parviflora







Robust…



A kindergarten in Bern





Gardens for children                                Nature Experience Areas/Spaces



Reinhard Witt, trying a glide in a wonderful 

nursery school in Notzing, Bavaria 











The drake of Dietenhofen







A naturally designed 
and arranged  garden 

offers at least the 
possibility to: 

Many-sided movement Settle down and feel safe

Find various places for creativity Experience nature



Köllerholz school in Bochum (NRW) 





Berlin













Adventure play ground, Berlin-Prenzlauerberg



Inspiring Berlin,                 

May, 25-29, 2010



Freiburg – a Mecca of nature playing 

grounds in southwest Germany



Coombes School Arborfield



Berlin, im Rahmen eines Symposiums 
“Naturerfahrungsraume”,

Coombes School, 
Arborfield



The wonderful pond in Palatine school, Worthing





Stehat, Morocco



Fiskars  and  Nagu, Finland



Typical school grounds







Looking for comfort





Movement
Experiencing Nature

Creativity
Peace of mind





If children don’t find nature 

anymore, 

we have to bring nature back 

to the children





A wooden suitcase full of ideas and pictures



30 sets with photo collages in a 

wooden suitcase

With those collages we try to 

enthuse many people to dare 

to develop more natural play 

grounds, landscapes etcetera

Inspiration suitcase and -maps



“Free play 

for nature 

and 

children ”

Conference

18.10.2007,  

Groeneveld

Castle



Springzaad is working on more natural, 

adventurous and playful space outside:

✓ on school grounds, day care centres, playgroups
✓ in private gardens ‘at home’
✓ on adventure playgrounds and other public playgrounds
✓ at children’s farms
✓ at visitor centres and nature & environment centres
✓ in municipal parks en greenings
✓ in forests and other nature (development-) areas
✓ at professional training surroundings (‘green’ and educational)

…flowing into  an ecological playing structure



To play and to learn 

outside

An experience 

for your life

Marianne van Lier & 

Willy Leufgen, NOT, 

Utrecht, 30.1.2009









And behind the 

fence little river 

Dommel ogles… Boxtel





OBS De Molenwijk, Boxtel





Agatos  excursion, summer 2007

Hessenberg





June 2008: opening of a new 
school nature garden in 
Amersfoort, primary school        
‘t Anker









Hertog Karel primary school Wilsele-Leuven



Building walls of old material 

as a part of a butterfly garden 







Arts outside



The schoolyard as 
an exhibition room





Not enough space?



“Children’s working garden” 
De Enk, Rotterdam - South





The ague



B.S.O. De Marne, Amstelveen



Day care centre 

in Hilversum



Maastricht



De Kleine Tuinman, 
Ity Busstra, Dedemsvaart





De Speeldernis 

in Rotterdam



Playing nature in development

De Ruige Plaat, Hoogvliet



New playing nature  on the 

outskirts of a little village in 

northern Groningen



A part of a 

city farm





Play forests

of our National Forestry Commission SBB





Nearby a visitors centre of a 

National Park in Limburg





The  ´learning 

landscapes´ around 

a  teachers ´

academy in 

Hengelo, Overijssel



Springzaad

• Publications

• Workshops

• Excursions

• Study days

• Courses



Workshop ´´Let’s build together a wooden Mikado´´

OBS De Perroen, Maastricht, october 2005 



Workshop spring 2005, 

day care centre NulVier, 

Den Bosch



Workshop               

De Kleine Aarde, 

Boxtel, 24-26 mei 

2008



And that ‘s how it looked just before the 
opening ceremony 



Excursion to a serie of day care centres in 
Hilversum



Cycle excursion in Maastricht june 2006, with Paul Janssen



“Pleasant wilderness” in Gent, B.



May 30, 2009: Our Flemish friends and 

colleagues founded a new movement, 

Springzaad Belgium 



Coaching directors of 

public primary schools 

in Leiden



A workshop Creative with natural 

material at the river Waal



Workshop in the dunes of Meyendel, 

The Hague, with colleagues of the 

municipal nature and environmental  

education services



Elyseum, a course - 2 years long, only on location - for ecological gardeners



Combining nature 

and arts: Museum 

island Hombroich, 

Park and Erft (river)



Museum island 

Hombroich nearby Neuss



About challenge                

and zero risk



No life without risks!



www.springzaad.nl/english.php

http://www.springzaad.nl/english.php
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