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Looking for oases - and, in an organic way - to find , to share and to spread them, 
became for us, during all the years we are working now, a style of life.



Marianne and me were born in 
Rotterdam and Cologne with river Rhine 
as a connecting stream.



Being born in big cities explains 
probably our fascination for the 
autonomous power of nature, her 
dynamics, for all kinds of pioneers in 
cities or urbanized countryside.



We are 
fond of  
stone 
breakers…

Oxalis corniculata 
(Procumbent yellow woodsorrel)



Heemtuin Muntendam and nature development



Heemtuin Muntendam, some 
impressions



The early 
beginning 
of Oasis

Research 
instead of 
frustration



91 years of nature 
gardens and parks in 
the Netherlands



Public natural gardens and parks will care for:

• Biodiversity

• Education (learning and playing)

• Recreation (passive en active)

• Employment  ‘in the green’

• Good for your health (mentally and physically) 

• Good practice, ‘’jewel-idea’’



3rd guide, since 2010: www.stichtingoase.nl/tuinlocaties-per-provincie



The primal number: 80 subscribers

…and a strong statement!

We hope that we learn to live equivalent with nature in our kind of gardens.



The 
evolution 
of “Oase”



99…



100 
!!!



Hein Koningen, 25 years long chairman of Foundation Oasis, trying leaves 
and bulbs of Campanula rapunculus, rampion bellflower.



Thijsse’s Hof, 1925





Thijsse’s Hof, Bloemendaal





Anagallis tenella

Heemtuin Tenellaplas 
Rockanje

Cees
Sipkes





Amstelveen – horticulture with native 
plants

Phyteuma spicatum subsp. nigrum and 
Equisetum sylvaticum: Black rampion
with wood horsetail.



Heemparks Amstelveen

C.P. Broerse

KoosLandwehr





Narthecium ossifragum, 
bog asphodel



Kwekerij                                             

Amstelveen
Amstelveen, plant nursery



High quality of 
horticulture with 
vegetations on the 
smallest scale: 
“Biotoopschalen”



Rob Leopold





About 10 little 
companies are 
growing 
professionally  
wild plants in NL



Louis le Roy







Ger Londo



= board

Left above: Our founding fathers and one mother, 3-9-93





A special garden house 
from loam, wood and straw 
with a green sedum roof







English visitors 
called what we 
were creating: 
Artistic Ecology.
(Garden’s 
Illustrated, March 
2005.



After a year of preparation with some  
founding meetings and an excursion to the 
Prionagarden in Schuinesloot we founded 
Wilde Weelde in The Hague, december 
1994

About the association of green 
garden experts:
Wilde Weelde



A lot of support by 
Wilde Weelde-
members, spring 1998

The 
frontgarden of 
Foundation 
Oasis (78 m2 
small)



Floriade 2012, Venlo, 
Wilde Weelde Wereld



Vakgroep Heemtuinbeheer, founded in 1995
Excursions of the branch of professional nature garden managers

Hein 
Koningen



Small books, big impact…



Following 
the path 
of Alex 
Ober-
holzer



A part of the 
books , 
published 
around the 
millennium 
change in 
german
language, 
written by 
Alex 
Oberholzer
and Reinhard
Witt, who 
had quite an   
influence on 
our work!



……and from Reinhard Witt



Freiburg – A Mecca of natural playing 
grounds in south-west Germany. 



Berlin – ‘Green makes school’



Coombes School Arborfield



Palatine School, 
Worthing 
(above and left)

Jessie 
Younghusband
School, Chichester



Stehat, Morocco



If the children don’t come into nature anymore,
let’s bring nature to the children!



“Free play for 
nature and 
children”

October, 
18,2007, Castle 
Groeneveld



A suitcase full of ideas
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De Speeldernis 
in Rotterdam



Waldorf-highschool De IJssel, Zutphen

Green schoolyard, 
Primary school in 
Zoetermeer



Seminar with 10 
professionals 
following the 
process of 
planning, 
realizing, 
maintaining and 
using educational 
green playing 
and learning 
landscapes 
around schools 
each in his or her 
own surrounding 
all over the 
Netherlands, 
2016.



International caravan, 2014



Elyseum, 2-years training for ecological gardeners in the Netherlands (started in 2006) 



Museum island Hombroich
nearby  Duesseldorf (D)



The oldest wildflowergarden in Belgium, 
Hortus Michel Thiery in Gent



Verbeke Foundation, 
Kemzeke, België
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